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In operations on the organs inside the chest cavity there are three main difficulties :
(?) As soon as the chest cavity is opened the lung on that side collapses because of the loss of negative pressure in that space. So the patient has to be oxygenated by the other lung alone.
(ii) There is tremendous amount of shock in these cases. By the transfusion of blood this shock is minimized as far as possible. The Patient is given 02 freely and the blood transfusion is continued till the B.P. is found steady even for 6 hours after the operation.
On an average about 3 pints of blood* are necessary for each patient.
* The need for a contact with a Blood Bank is obvious.?Editor, I.M.G.
